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The Montana Cancer Consortium
(MCC) is an independent nonprofit
organization whose mission is to bring
state-of-the-art cancer treatment to
Montana, northern Wyoming , and
northern Idaho through National
Cancer Institute (NCI) sponsored
clinical research.

VISION

The MCC vision is to conduct quality
research and be recognized as a leader in
clinical quality, accrual, and care delivery.

VALUES

MCC values include respect for all participants
and members; excellence in the work
conducted; and response to need in the rural
environment.

SEVERAL TYPES OF CLINICAL TRIALS ARE USED DEPENDING
ON WHAT RESEARCHERS ARE STUDYING

TREATMENT TRIALS are conducted with people
who have cancer. They are designed to evaluate the
effectiveness of new treatments, new combinations
of drugs, or new approaches to surgery or radiation
therapy.

PREVENTION TRIALS are generally conducted
with healthy people who have a history of cancer
or a risk for developing cancer. These trials look for
ways to prevent disease using medicines, vaccines,
vitamins, minerals, or lifestyle changes.

CANCER CONTROL TRIALS (also known as
supportive care) explore ways to improve comfort
and quality of life for people who have cancer and
are undergoing treatment. These trials explore ways
to alleviate common side effects experienced with
traditional cancer treatments.

DIAGNOSTIC TRIALS help to find better ways of

diagnosing cancer.

SCREENING TRIALS help to find better ways to

detect cancer.

CLINICAL TRIALS are conducted in phases.
The trials at each phase have a different purpose
and help to answer different questions.

PHASE | TRIALS are conducted in a very small
group of people to determine safe doses and

identify side effects.

PHASE I TRIALS are conducted in larger
groups of people to determine effectiveness and
to further evaluate side effects.

PHASE Il TRIALS are conducted in large
groups of people to confirm effectiveness,
monitor side effects, and compare to standard of
care treatments.

PHASE IV TRIALS are conducted in very large
groups of people to evaluate long-term safety and
effectiveness. These trials are most commonly
conducted after a new drug or therapy has been
approved for use.

Each clinical trial has different eligibility criteria that determine whether a person can participate. The
criteria are used to help researchers answer the study questions and to ensure the safety of all volunteers.
Examples of eligibility criteria include the type and stage of disease, health history, and past or current
treatment. If you are eligible for a clinical trial you will be given information that will help you decide
whether or not to participate.




